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May 3rd  at 10:30am 
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Presenter:  Nick Nanos 
Service Leader:  Ian Corlett 
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May 10th th  at 10:30am 
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Presenter:  Rev. Debra Faulk 
Service Leader:  Robert Bray �

 
May 17 th  at 10:30am 
��	�����
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�����������
Presenters:  Margo Holland, Linda 
Schofield, Pat Westcott, Lorna 
Weigand 
  
 

May 24 th  at 10:30am 
�
����	�������� �
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Presenter:  Phyllis Eleazar 
Musician:  Nick Nanos 
�
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May 31st  at 10:30am 
����	��
��#��	����!�
��!������!��$�
Presenter:  Rev. Debra Faulk 
Musicians:  *Singers of United Lands 
Singers (S.O.U.L.) 
��
*Singers Of United Lands ("S.O.U.L.") is a 
unique quartet of four professional young 
adult singers- each from a different country.  
Please refer to page 5 for more information 
about S.O.U.L.�
�
�
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Proceeds of 
the Choir 
Extravaganza   
presented to 
Regent Park 
School of 
Music .  

 

Todmorden Mills Cleanup event :  L 

 

Todmorden Mills Cleanup:   the ravine crew with the garbage collected.   

 

 ‘Learning & 
Operating in a 
Different Culture’ 
Service 
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18 Wynford Drive, Suite 102 
Sunday Services Suite 103 

Toronto, ON M3C 3S2 
Phone:  416-444-8839 

Email: office@donheights.ca 
Web: www.donheights.ca  

�
Minister 

Rev. Debra Faulk   
647-393-8839 

minister@donheights.ca 
Minister’s Hours 

Mon. to Wed.  10:00 am – 7:00 pm 
Thurs.— Research & writing 

Fri.— Day Off, emergency calls only�
Please call to arrange an  appointment�

�

Board of Directors 
President  

Lorna Weigand -  
 

Treasurer  
Ruth Plumpton -  

 

Secretary  
Jane Robson -  

 

Board Members 
Barry Cartwright -  

Ian Corlett -  
Phyllis Eleazar -  
Linda Schofield -  

 

Caring Chair 
Germaine Kovary -  

 

Lay Chaplains 
Ingrid Desroches -  

Margo Holland -  
 

Editorial Committee 
Sharyn Devine -  
Mona Brown -  
Lidia Labate -  

Judy Newman - 

President’s  
Thoughts  

President’s Thoughts  

About being Unitarian  

 

What defines a UU for me?  Freedom, 
I think.  More than anything, what is 
important to me as a Unitarian is the 
freedom to be ourselves, to read and 
think and talk and love and change our 
minds and to work together to ensure 
that this freedom is also available for 
others.  This freedom is a responsible 
freedom, not a license for careless 
action.  We are responsible for 
analyzing and choosing our beliefs and 
values and for acting in accordance 
with these beliefs and values.  As 
Unitarians, we can never excuse 
ourselves for taking orders or 
directions from some “authority”.  We 
are expected to study and think for 
ourselves and to challenge self-
proclaimed power. 

What is personally enriching about 
being in a UU community?  Being part 
of a group of diverse individuals is 
definitely the opposite of boring, but 
going to church on Sunday with such a 
group is not enough.  It takes time, 
work, attention and action to turn any 
group into a community with common 
hopes and dreams.  The effort of 
learning about and learning to trust 
each other so that we are motivated 
and inspired to work together for the 
development of a more just world is 
our challenge.  The challenge of 
continuously creating community isn’t 
easy.  We are not a community 

brought together by the love of music 
or a sport or even by a common 
theology.  We are a people drawn 
together to form a community that 
believes that our concerted action in 
the world matters – whether it is action 
to clean up the garbage around a 
beautiful natural park or to learn about 
the aid policies of our government so 
that we can make informed comment 
and take informed political action.  The 
work of developing our Unitarian 
community is enriching work. 

What are you passionate about as a 
UU?  I am passionate about the 
integrity with which we commit to live 
our lives.  I am passionate about the 
lofty ideals of human rights and 
equality that we have set for ourselves.  
I am also able to forgive myself when I 
regularly fall short of these ideals and 
must pick myself up and keep trying.  I 
live out my UU values by making a 
conscious effort to filter my actions 
through UU principles.  I am 
passionate about our commitment to 
learn about other faiths and cultures 
and to try to see the world through 
other eyes.  I am also passionate 
about the challenge of fighting our own 
self-righteousness about our UU 
religion.  It is hard not to want to say 
“I’ve found the answer.” 

My story about why I love being a UU 
and how I came to this spiritual home.  
I became a UU because as a small 
child I had a United Church Sunday 
School teacher for about 10 years, who 
taught Unitarian principles.  She didn’t 
call them Unitarian.  I doubt that she 
had even heard of us.  She taught us 
about diversity and equality and love of 
nature.  She taught us about making 
mistakes and about forgiveness.  She 
listened and laughed with us. Then I 
moved on and experienced the 
Anglican tradition of my father’s family, 
enjoying the rhythm of the liturgy and a 
feeling of being back with my tribe.  At 
the age of about 55 when I found my 
way to Don Heights, I found a place 
that challenges me to be thoughtful 
about my assumptions, and to find a 
niche in this tribeless, ever changing 
community of justice seeking 
Unitarians. 

Lorna Weigand 
May 2009 ��� �� ���
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There are times in life when the virtue 
of love dominates all action and 
compassion is the guide. Such has 
been my experience in the last week 
since the unexpected death of my 
mother. One of the affirmations from 
our hymnal (#473 by James Vila Blake) 
says: 

Love is the spirit of this church, 
And service its law. 
This is our great covenant: 
To dwell together in peace, 
To seek the truth in love, 
And to help one another. 

This was lived out by the First Unitarian 
Church of Victoria. As soon as I 
contacted their minister, Rev Jan 
Bramadat, she arranged a time for a 
service and to meet with the family as 
well as a hospitality team to host the 
reception. There will be a plaque on the 
memorial wall there, a place for us to 
go and remember, and my mom’s 
ashes are scattered in the woods. My 
brother, who is not part of a church 
community, was awed and touched 
with the kindness and attention, 
presence and compassion. 

Then there was this amazing Don 
Heights community.  I was at a 
Strategic Planning meeting when the 
call came, immediate support in 
absolutely the most appropriate way, 
giving me a private space and phone to 
use, then a ride to the airport. Then 
when I came back home, ride waiting, 
and was struggling with how to be 
present in the pulpit the next Sunday, 
which was also the morning of our 
AGM, the offer of a service of memory 
and support. This touched me more 

deeply than anything has through 
this whole time. Talk about living 
service and love, my heart is filled, 

my eyes overflow. 

These events reinforce the value 
and importance of who we are and 
what we do in a very personal and 
concrete way. The core of our faith 
is love in action. It is demonstrated 
in the relationships between 
individuals and in the tasks we set 
before ourselves in contributing to 
the wider world.  

Knowing that we have a core, a 
center of love demanding action, 
our challenge is to identify what we 
are passionate about in order to 
fulfill that longing at our core. We 
each of us have a vision of what 
that passion may be, what the 
possibilities might be.  Then almost 
as soon as it comes to mind and 
heart there may be a wave of all 
that makes it impossible. What if 
we were to spend some serious 
time wandering in the possibilities? 
Of course practicality and logistical 
realities need to enter the picture, 
yet this seems to happen 
oftentimes before the creative 
process of seeing the whole 
picture even has a chance.  

Any inventor requires many 
attempts to bring the idea, the 
vision, and the possibility to reality; 
an artist’s lines are reworked; the 
musician’s tune revised; the 
writer’s words edited, this effort of 
community is a creative ongoing 
process. I feel inspired by the 
resources we have, the creativity 
in our midst, the desire to name 
and follow our passion. All of this 
has been stirred up by strategic 
planning. It is inspirational work. 

My closing thought is from Roger 
Rosenblatt: 

The best in art and life 
comes from a center 
something urgent and powerful 
an ideal or emotion 
that insists 
on its being. 

From that insistence 
a shape emerges 
and creates its structure out of 
passion. 

If you begin with a structure, 
you have to make up the passion, 
and that’s very hard to do.    

Namaste, Debra 

��%��&��'��(�'�  

May 3rd  at 10:30am 
The Structure of Myths 
Presenter:  Nick Nanos 
This service is based on the Celtic spring 
ritual of Beltane. We will consider what 
mythology and meditation mean in the 
practice of this ritual. We will also put 
paganism into a Unitarian perspective.  

����*� ���� ���*�+&��!�
�'�!�+��������,�(�����
��������
Presenter:  Rev. Debra Faulk 
Perhaps the most influential person on the 
planet, the president of the United States, is 
poised to be a catalyst for change. What are 
some of the shaping experiences and 
values in his life and how does his life 
influence us? 

����*- ���� ���*�+&��!�
��.(�����, � 	.��(	������
��	��(	����
Presenter:  Margo Holland, Linda 
Schofield, Pat Westcott, Lorna 
Weigand 
How do Unitarians find meaning and value 
in contemporary society, and how does the 
Sunday morning service help us do this? 
Don't take the above statement too 
seriously, after all it's a holiday weekend 
and a good time to laugh at ourselves, as 
only Unitarians can. 

�����# ���� ���*�+&��!�
���,�	.��*�*�/����'���
Presenter:   Phyllis Eleazar 
Conflict is an actual or perceived opposition 
of needs, values and interests. 
It is inherent in human relations. Any 
relationship of depth has had conflict and 
reconciliation. 
This first, in a series of services on conflict, 
will address conflict at a global level.  

����&* ���� ���*�+&��!�
���	.�,�(�0��.����1�
��1�(����1	�
�
Presenter:   Rev.  Debra Faulk 
This morning we are blessed with the 
presence of S.O.U.L., a quartette of 
young adult singers, on tour for six months 
as ambassadors of peace and 
understanding. Their music will enhance, 
inform and punctuate the service.  To learn 
more about S.O.U.L, refer to page 5.  They 
will be singing at our next Coffee House 
night. &&&&����
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Social Action Video Night 
Monday, May 11 

 5:30 pm:  Meeting & Brown Bag Dinner 
7:00 pm:  Video:  Why We Fight 

(2nd Monday of every month) 
Bring a brown bag supper or a dish to share and come 
prepared to get involved, enlightened, or both. At 7:00, 
after the meeting, we will see the video ‘Why We Fight’, 
which explores the roles of all the players in the “War Food 
Chain”. Come for the meeting, the video, or both. You can 
be sure there will be lots of good discussion. 
Contact: Mary Doucette 

    Don Heights Book Group 
����*-��,��(�������(2	.��

(3rd Sunday of every month) 
Book:� With or Without God  by Greta Vosper 
This group meets every month, September to June. Books 
are chosen by the members, and meetings are held after 
Sunday services. Emphasis is on novels and non-fiction 
with social or spiritual content. 
Contact Person:   Mary Doucette  

Friday Video Nights 
�������$�-+*"�%!�

Movie:  Milk .  The story of Harvey Milk, and his struggles as 
an American gay activist who fought for gay rights and 
became California's first openly gay elected official.   
Contact:  Rosemary Sheppard 

 Sunday Services Town Hall 
���1��$������#$�*�+������*+���%!�

There will be a Town Hall following the Sunday Service on 
May 24. So grab a coffee and bring a snack.  
We want feedback on the Sunday Services and music for 
the year to date; suggestions for the future; and, in 
particular, suggestions and offers to lead Summer Sunday 
Services.  

Wine, Women, and Spirituality 
May 29 th 7:15pm 

(Last Friday of every month) 
This group usually meets in members’  homes.  It gives the 
women of the congregation the opportunity to talk and 
laugh together.  
Contact:  Sharyn Devine for May location, 416 293-4221.  

 Don Heights Community Choir  
Tuesdays 7:00 to 8:30pm 

Hola!  Spanish Lunch 
Wednesdays, 12:00pm 

Have you wanted to practice or learn to speak Spanish? 
Margarita Vl� ek’s first language is Spanish and she is a 
retired teacher. Bring a brown bag lunch and join in when 
you can. 

Connecting the Canadas 
 Coast to Coast to Coast  (CCCCC) 

���1��$�����&*$�*+���%!����&+&��%!  
(following our usual end of the month pot luck lunch)  

Sharyn Devine and Rev. Debra Faulk will co-lead a 
workshop which is part of our Diversity Series. Join us 
for this enjoyable and active workshop, during which 
we'll explore how we view the interconnectedness of our 
individual and collective identities as Canadians and 
Unitarians. We will look at our "Heritage Identities" in 
this context, including the racial, ethnic, religious, 
linguistic and other groups to which we feel connected 
through family, past experiences or current reality.  

####����

���1�3��1�
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The person to contact this month is  

Grace Johansen.  
Orders should be in by noon of Tuesday, May 12th .  

Payment would be appreciated by Sunday, May 17th . 
 Any cheques should be made payable to Grace Johansen.  

Delivery will be Thursday, May 21th .  

Our Shared  
Administrative Ministry 

Administrators are often the unsung heroes in many 
social justice groups.  We’d like to introduce you to Don 
Heights volunteer Administration Team.  Please thank 
them personally for all their work.   If you need 
information or want to send out information to the 
congregation please contact the appropriate team 
member. 

 Don Heights Admin and 
Information Team Leader  
Checks Incoming E-mail 
E-mail:  office@donheights.ca 

 Margo Holland – If you 
don’t know who to ask, 
check with Margo and 
she’ll give you the 
answer or point you in 
the right direction.  

Answers phone and distributes 
messages 

Beryl Hunter 

Opens and Distributes Incoming 
Mail 

Ruth Plumpton 

Creates Monthly Bulletins – 
Send info to 
newsletter@donheights.ca  or 
leave printed items in Bulletin 
Submission Box at Church. 

Lidia Labate and Judy 
Newman 

Help with Order of Service 
Preparation 

Sunday Service 
Committee – 
Phyllis Eleazar or 
Sharyn Devine 

If someone is ill and you want to 
let the Caring Committee know 
about it 

Caring Committee – 
Margo Holland 

Guest Package Preparation Membership Committee 
– Liz Carmichael 

Administrative Tasks  Performed By  

5�3(	1���5����5�3(	1���5����5�3(	1���5����5�3(	1���5����� ���
(usually 2nd Friday of the month)  

The next meeting is on:  May 8/09 
Alexandra Sproule 
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Coffee House 
at Don Heights Unitarian Congregation 

18 Wynford Drive, Suite 103 

Presents  

Singers of the United 
Lands (SOUL) �

����(1�������&�$�������������������
�-+���%!�

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year a new team of four singers is 
formed by Singers of United Lands  
(S.O.U.L.) – a unique quartet of professional 
adult singers – each from a different country.  
They share their high quality vocal 
musicianship and enthusiasm for their 
respective cultures with schools and 
communities as they tour in the United States 
and beyond.   

Don Heights is hosting their Toronto stay.  
Come and prepare to enjoy an entertaining 
and heartwarming evening.                                     

For more information:   http://singersofunitedlands.org 

$10.00 includes cookies, entertainment 
and coffee 

Half of the proceeds of this coffee house 
will support  

Street Outreach Services  
For Youth in Toronto 
622 Yonge Street, Floor 2, 

 Toronto, ON, Canada M4Y 1Z8 
 

Street Outreach  offers Counseling Services, Crisis 
Intervention Support Program, HIV Testing (Anonymous), 

Housing Program, Legal Services, Medical Services, Needle 
Exchange Program, Peer Program Pre-employment 

Services, Referral Services, Street Outreach Services and 
Welfare Assistance Service  

for at-risk youth  in the City of Toronto 
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2-Warren O’Rourke 
4-Rev. Debra Faulk 

6-Jim Mitchell 
10-Mickey Smith  

11-Fred Roy 
12-Bobbie Grundy  
24-Norma Brem 

25-Mary Lynne Dewhurst 
29-Glenn Roe  

30-Mike Newman  
30-Michael White  
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Left to Right:  Subi (S. Korea), Rory (Chile),  
Corrine (Kenya) and M� rti� š (Latvia) 

Sunday June 7 Service :  Gail 
Turner from KAIROS, an 
ecumenical social justice 
organization, will be speaking 
about the Carbon Sabbath 
Initiative. 

KAIROS workshop 
Saturday May 9, all day 

KAIROS is presenting an all-day 
workshop on this initiative. Their 
flyer states "This training workshop 
is a group process directed to help 
you: calculate your carbon 
footprint, commit to personal 
change, reflect on the links 
between climate and justice, and 
advocate for just and sustainable 
energy."  There is a flyer on our 
church bulletin board. It will be 
held at Trinity Presbyterian Church 
York Mills, 2737 Bayview Ave. 
Cost is $10. Please register by 
April 30.  For further information 
call 416 531-8677, or email 
g_turner@rogers.com.  

(Marion) Joanne 
Cocklin  

Our condolences go 
out to Rev. Debra 
Faulk on the death of 
her mother, Joanne 
Cocklin, on April 13.   

A celebration of her 
life was held on April 
17 at First Unitarian 
Church in Victoria.  A 
special collection was 
made at Don Heights 
on April 19, and a 
cheque sent to 
Childhaven 
International in 
Joanne’s name. 

Don Heights had a 
special service on 
April 23rd for members 
and friends offering 
support to Debra, 
followed by a supper.  
Our Chaplain Margo 
Holland was the 
service leader.  

Toronton Pelimannit 
May 9, 2009, 7:00 pm 

Toronton Pelimannit is playing 
an Äitienpäivä (Mother’s Day) 
concert at Don Heights on May 
9, 2009 at 7:00 pm.  Toronton 
Pelimannit is a group of folk 
musicians who promote Finnish 
musical traditions.   

Members of the band are: Anita 
Nutikka and Paul Hietala on 
accordion; Sini Erme and Lois 
Robinson on violin; Pertti 
Vesanen on guitar; and Matti 
Palonen on bass.   

Admission by donation. 

TCS at the Proms 
Saturday May 23, 7:30 pm 

The Toronto Choral Society (TCS) is featuring some of Britain's 
best-loved composers in a celebration of the birth of Queen 
Victoria. The program includes music by Elgar, Handel, Parry, 
and Gilbert and Sullivan, and a chance for the audience to sing 
along with the choir. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at the 
door. They are available from Beryl Hunter, a member of the 
choir.  
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THE DON HEIGHTS 
GRAPEVINE  

Congratulations to Ian Corlett who has been accepted 
into Teachers College for September 2009.  Ian is a 
relatively new (and younger!) member of Don Heights 
and yet, in the few years he has been with us, has 
become very involved in our lives.  He is an active 
member of the choir, has been a service leader several 
times and is on the Board. He will make a wonderful 
teacher. 

The Memorial Service for Charlie Wilks was held on 
April 4th. It was very well attended by Don Heighters and 
other family friends.  We were reminded of the amazing 
and eclectic talents of this man.  Our thoughts are with 
the Wilks family, as they deal with the loss of both their 
parents in the past year. 

Germaine and Andy Kovary are on a hiking holiday in 
Holland and we look forward to hearing stories of their 
adventures.   

Sandy and Harvey Whitehouse have just returned 
from a South American cruise and I am sure they will 
also have interesting stories to tell. 

A record crowd of Don Heighters (over 30) attended the 
cleanup of Todmorden Mills  on Saturday April 11th.  It 
was great to see such a multi-generational group 
participating and the park certainly looked much cleaner 
by the time we left. 

Hannes Hietala is in the Trillium Health Centre in 
Mississauga suffering from pneumonia.  His telephone 
number is 905-848-7460.  We wish him a speedy 
recovery. 

Lois Cartwright had knee replacement surgery on April 
16. By the time you read this she will be home and 
hopefully doing very well. 

Rosemary Wood   ����
 

Kudos  
A Special Thanks from Debra  

Thank you all for the outpouring of sympathy with 
the unexpected death of my mother. I have been 
touched by your kindness and condolence. 

Special thanks to Jane Robson and Lorna 
Weigand for holding me gently when the news 
arrived; Sharyne Devine for a ride to the airport 
and Lorna for the pick up; Margo for graciously 
preparing the service of Memory and Support; 
Nick Nanos and the choir for preparing a special 
piece for the service; the many hands that worked 
behind the scenes; and all those who sent such 
lovely cards and messages of sympathy.  

Kudos to Bill Clelland  who arranged to have the Fun 
Strummers entertain us at the Coffee House on April 
18th.  They were in fine voice and everyone present had 
a great evening.  Thanks also to Sharyn Devine and 
Rose Perri  for looking after the coffee, cookies, muffins 
and tickets at the door. 
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Cosmic Quotes  
This continues our series of reflections on the thoughtful 
and inspirational ideas (your ideas) received at our 
“Committee on Shared Ministry” Sunday Service, 
November 30. 

 
Don Heights is known for being active, participating 
in events, showing up and being vocal.  We have 
always taken pride in our lay leadership, our adult 
programs, our social events and our dialogue 
following each service.  Don Heights was practicing 
shared ministry long before we called it that. 

Now we practice it more intentionally, perhaps with 
more awareness of the importance of even the 
smallest task.  How different would our community 
be if no one vacuumed the carpet?  What if no one 
remembered to restock the coffee supplies with the 
fair trade coffee that supports our values or if no one 
volunteered to check the office messages or stuff 
the bulletin?  What would happen to us if no one 
volunteered their time to sit on committees or on the 
board?  Because we are “in it together”, we do 
whatever we are able, to make this the community 
we want, and that is the true meaning of shared 
ministry. 

�����!��������
����)����$�*������
�
$�����+,���-��$�����$������.�
�.��
.���/�

NOTES ON MUSIC  
On April 2nd, I had the pleasure of joining Rev. 
Debra Faulk and Dallas Bergen (the music director at 
Toronto First) at the Regent Park School of Music. 
There, we presented the School's administration with 
the proceeds from the Choir Extravaganza held last 
month. 

This was the concert, on the evening of March 14th, 
that saw our own Don Heights choir raising our voices 
together with five other Unitarian Universalist choirs 
from other southern Ontario congregations, and 
performing a benefit concert to a large crowd at 
Toronto First. It was an energetic and emotionally 
powerful evening, leaving some of those present, 
including the Regent Park representative, deeply 
moved. 

Through this concert, the united choirs successfully 
raised nearly $2400, after expenses, for the touched 
and thrilled Regent Park School of Music. 

There is already some anticipation about presenting 
such a concert again next year and setting our sights 
even higher; indeed, more choirs have already 
expressed interest in joining in. I can only add that I 
would love to see this, and to see this event growing 
and making even more of an impact for good in the 
wider world. 

Ian Corlett 
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Jarrett concert 
ovation 2009  

 

It takes a congregation to hold a concert.  We held  
the  Ninth “Inga Jarrett Memorial Concert “ on March 
28th  at Jubilee United. The program was devised by 
Mark Richards and Eka Shanshiashvili, music 
directors of the concert.  

Our players were  Eka Shanshiashvili, piano, 
Stephanie Pesant, flute s.pesant@utoronto.ca, Peter 
Cosbey, cello pcosbey@gmail.com,  and Meghan 
Fleet, soprano  meghanfleet@hotmail.com. I've given 
contact information in case you would like to inquire 
about their future work!   

Mark Richards premiered his song cycle The 
Blackening Landscape , a fitting moving tribute to 
Earth Hour that night. Our audience was over 200 
strong. They gave our musicians a standing ovation at 
the close. 

Special thanks must go to Donald Smith for steering 
the organization of the concert this year wonderfully, 
smoothly, efficiently. We also owe a great deal to 
Rosemary Wood and Linda Schofield for the fine 
reception afterwards. Our doughty barmen Len 
Doucette and Robert Bray (our great poster designer) 
were lead by Murray Fulcher. Bill Clelland must be 
pleased by all the tickets he sold ahead of the evening 
and the door team led by Ruth Plumpton were 
astonished to see well over 100 people purchase 
tickets there. 

We had fine flowers to present to the musicians 
courtesy of Sharyn Devine, presented by a team lead 
by Debra Faulk, all of them visitors to Don Heights, 
mostly very young, and all, like Patricia Jones, with 
lights in their eyes at being invited to help. Advertising 
and ideas came from Jim Montgomery. Wonderfully, 
fans of the concert who helped this year include 
Francis Stocker (printed program, advertising, green 
room), Allan Ireland (sound and staging), David Haley 
(sound and light) and Sherief Hammad (lights). Visitor 
Izabella Abramov rang the intermission bell! Of course 
everyone of us who helped sell tickets, give out 
programs and attended the 9th concert deserves 
plaudits. Have I missed anyone? I must have! Do tell 
me! 

Stephan and Lisa Jarrett think we are achieving 
much, much more than anyone could have anticipated 
with this series of concerts. What a handshake they 
gave me, eyes moist. We have one final concert in the 
series! On to 2010! 

John Kennedy 
(thinking of DH while I am in Berlin this season) 

To John Kennedy 
The stage lit up with three bouquets of dark red roses 
reflecting the evening’s awareness for the love and 
appreciation for mother earth. 

Mark Richards, composer, selected the song cycle with 
the accompaniment of the flute, cello and piano as he 
narrates his inspiration.  Nature synonymous with 
music weaves the story of mankind’s journey along 
with the planet’s awesome powers, shifting balances 
since the down of time. 

Thomas Hardy, the poet, described the wind in its fury.  
William Shakespeare illustrated the ruined choir of 
birds against the cold winter winds.  Robert Frost 
identified the earth’s two passions, fire and ice. 

William Blake compared the natural forces to that of 
tiger, fearful. 

William Wordsworth’s commented on the disconnect 
between humans and nature. 

Emily Dickenson’s appreciation of the earth’s 
comforting effect for all of its creatures. 

From the beginnings, nature had to contend with the 
age of the hunter-gatherer, the polluting industrial era, 
now the post industrial one of manufactured material 
runoff.  All of these themes are accompanied by 
poetry, reflection and musical harmonies.  Awe, 
wonder and reflection are woven together with the 
result of an esoteric experience. 

Parts of the opera, La Bohème, were sung by the 
exquisite voice of Meghan Fleet.  Eka Shanshiavili was 
excellent on the piano, Chopin lives through her 
mastery.  Stephanie Pesant mesmerized the audience 
with her performance of the flute.  Peter Cosbey’s cello 
gave an extra dimension to the musical chorus.  We 
thank Mark Richards, the composer, for the creation of 
the entire ensemble. 

After the concert, our community broke bread together, 
sharing hors d’oeuvres, wine and other delights. 

Rose Perri  

New book in Don Heights’ library 
Our Inner Ape  by Frans de Waal 

From “the world authority on primate social 
behavior”(E.O.Wilson) comes a startling look at the 
most provocative aspects of human nature - power, 
sex, violence, kindness and morality - through our 
closest cousins in the ape family. For nearly twenty 
years, Frans de Waal has studied and worked with 
both the famously aggressive chimpanzee and the 
lesser-known egalitarian, matriarchal bonobo, two 
species whose DNA is nearly identical to that of 
humans. 
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1 
 
 
6:30—9:30 pm 
Dream Auction & 
May Day Feast  

2 
 

3 
Service-10:30am  
The Structure of 
Myths 
Nick Nanos 
 

Oraynu 
Honest Reporting 

4 
 

2:00 pm 
Memorial 
Service for Julia 
Varga (past 
president of 
Victoria Unitarian 
Congregation) 

5 

7:00 - 8:30pm 
Don Heights  
Community Choir 
�
 

6             
12:00 pm 
Spanish Lunch 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
5:00 - 8:00 pm 

Y Friday 
Youth Evening 
 

9 
 
7:00 pm 
Toronton 
Pelimannit 
Mother’s Day 
Concert 

10 
Service-10:30am  
Obama: A Man for 
All Reasons 
Rev. Debra Faulk 
 

Mother’s Day 
 

 

11 
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5:30pm 
Social Action  
 

7:00pm 
Social Action 
Video  

12 
 

11:00am 
Sunday  
Services  
 

7:00 - 8:30pm 
Don Heights  
Community Choir ����
Good Food Box 
Order, payment by  
May 17 

13 
12:00 pm 
Spanish Lunch 
 
6:00 pm 
Board Meeting 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
11:00 am 
DH Walkers ����

15 
 
CUSJ* @ CUC 
ACM** 
�
�
�
�
�

16 
 
CUC ACM** 
In Thunder 
Bay 
����

17 
Service-10:30am  
Secrets of Victoria 
Day Unitarians  

Margo, Linda, Pat, 
Lorna 
�

Adult Program: 
Book Group 
With or Without God  by 
Greta Vosper 
CUC ACM** 
Payment due for Good 
Food Boxes 

18 

Deadline: 
June Bulletin��
����
 
CUC ACM ** 
 
Victoria Day 
Holiday 

19 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
7:00 - 8:30pm 
Don Heights  
Community  
Choir  

20 
10:30am 
Membership 
 
1:00 - 3:00 pm 
Spanish Lunch 
 
 

21                 
 
 
 
Pick up your 
Good Food 
 Box(es) 
 
 

22 
 
 
7:15 
Video Night:  
Milk  

23 

24  
Service-10:30am  
Conflict 101 ~ 
Global 
Phyllis Eleazar 
 

12:15 to 1:00 pm  
Town Hall Sunday 
Services  

25 
 

�7�
�
�
�
7:00 - 8:30pm 
Don Heights  
Community Choir  

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 29 
�

10:30am 
Bulletin Stuffing  
�

7:15pm 
Wine, Women 
and Spirituality 
Contact:  Sharyn 
Devine 416 293-4221 
 

Oranyu Shabbat 

30 
 
7:00 pm 
Coffee 
House with 
Singers of the 
United Land 

&*��  Potluck  
Service-10:30am  
Music for Peace 
and Understanding 
Rev. Debra Faulk 
�
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 �   * CUSJ 
Canadian Unitarians 
for Social Justice 

**CUC ACM 
Canadian 
Unitarian 
Council’s 
Annual 
Conference 
and Meeting 
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